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STATE PARKS

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Parks Division

Biennial Fee Rule

Fees and Rules for the
State Park System and Fishing Access Sites

Adopted by FWP Commission on November 18, 2010

Note: Appreciating public concern over the current economy, the FWP
Commission directed the Parks Division to delay implementing state park
camping fee increases for residents of Montana, and Lewis and Clark Caverns
cave tour feeincreases for a minimum of one year and until such time that the
economy hasimproved.
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FEE RULE TABLES: STATE PARKSAND FISHING ACCESSSITES

Daily Entrance Fee
(vehicle)

Daily Entrance Fee

(pedestrian, bicycle, non-commer cial passenger bus)

Nonresident State Park Annual Pass

$0 Resident

$5 Nonresident ($3 Disabled)
$0 Resident

$3 Nonresident

$25 (£ vehicle)

$20 (additional vehicle)

Item Current Fees Current Fees Future Fees' Future Fees
Peak Season Off-Season Peak Season Off- Season

Campsite with
Electricity

Backcountry
Camping
(walk-in / bike-

in
Shower s

$15 Resident
($7.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$23 Nonresident
($18 Nonresident with
Park Pass)

$20 Resident
($12.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$28 Nonresident
($23 Nonresident with
Park Pass)

$45 Resident
$55 Nonresident
$45 Resident
$55 Nonresident
$45 Resident
$60 Nonresident
$25 Resident
$35 Nonresident
$7 Resident
($3.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$15 Nonresident
$2

$15 Resident
($7.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$20 Nonresident
($15 Nonresident with
Park Pass)

$20 Resident
($12.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$25 Nonresident
(%20 Nonresident with
Park Pass)

$45 Resident
$50 Nonresident
$45 Resident
$50 Nonresident
$45 Resident
$55 Nonresident
$25 Resident
$30 Nonresident
$7 Resident
($3.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$12 Nonresident
$2

$18 Resident
($9 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$23 Nonresident
($18 Nonresident with
Park Pass)

$23 Resident
($14 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$28 Nonresident
($23 Nonresident with
Park Pass)

$50 Resident
$55 Nonresident
$50 Resident
$55 Nonresident
$55 Resident
$60 Nonresident
$30 Resident
$35 Nonresident
$10Resident
($5 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$15 Nonresident
$2

$15 Resident
($7.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$20 Nonresident
($15 Nonresident with
Park Pass)

$20 Resident
($12.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$25 Nonresident
($20 Nonresident with
Park Pass)

$45 Resident
$50 Nonresident
$45 Resident
$50 Nonresident
$45 Resident
$55 Nonresident
$25 Resident
$30 Nonresident
$7 Resident
($3.50 Resident
Senior/Disabled)
$12 Nonresident
$2

Reservation Fee: Individual campsite or facility $10
(campsite/cabin/yurt/tipi)

Reservation Fee: Group campsite or facility $25
Reservation M odification Fee $10

Reservation Cancellation Fee: Individual campsite or facilit

Reservation Cancellation Fee: Group campsite or facility

Reservation No Show

$15 or £' night camping, whichever is greater
$50 if 21 or more days prior to scheduled arrival
If less than 21 days, forfeif"hight camping fee
No refund (reservation, camping fee)

! See Note on cover page of this fee rule for exgilan on future fees.
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FAS Campsite

Fees
Shelter or Pavilion Reservation:

M eeting Room Reser vation $50 per half day
$75per full day
$100 deposit

jeem ___________ lFes

Special Use, Group Use, Special Events

Future Fees

Guided Cave Tours (Lewis & Clark
Caverns)

Guided Tours, Special $2 per person or as posted $2 per person or as posted
Interpretive/Training Programs

‘$20/cord  $20fod
$5 per day ($12 if camping on boat) ~ $5 per day ($12 if camping on boat)
$5 per day ($12 if camping on boat)  $5 per day ($12 if camping on boat)

FEECEIE T 3% of unadjusted gross revenue

Item Fees

Commercial Use

Organized Groups

2 See Note on cover page of this fee rule for exgilan on future fees.
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Parks Division Biennial Fee Rule

Adopted by the FWP Commission on November 18, 2010

. INTRODUCTION AND APPLICABILITY OF RULES

A.

The biennial fee rule applies to non-commercial ofstate parks and fishing access sites, organized
groups and competitive events on the BlackfootMadison rivers, and commercial use of the Alberton
Gorge (all other commercial use of state parks fstung access sites are governed by 12.14.101
through 12.14.170, ARM).

This biennial fee rule is in effect for the two eadlar years following the date of adoption. ThenFis
Wildlife and Parks Commission may amend the fee atlany time during this time period.

Per 12.8.213 (3), ARM, regulations relating to bshment of fees for recreation use of lands and
waters owned and controlled by the state of Montanoéing by and through the Fish, Wildlife and Bark
Commission, will be adopted on an annual and seddmsis and therefore will not be considered or
processed as subject to the Montana Administréreeedures Act.

. The Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission has thdawity to adopt these rules as annual or biennial

rules not subject to the specific requirementshefMontana Administrative Procedures Act per sactio
2-4-102(11)(b)(iv), MCA.

. The parks division may reduce or waive fees esthbl by this biennial fee rule to increase utiiat

of a park, promote special events, in responseatoping conditions or other factors contributing to
visitor dissatisfaction, or for a park or fishingcass site with a lower level of services or anesuit
Such fee reductions must be approved by the pavksah administrator or his or her designee.

II.LEGAL AUTHORITY

A.

Sections 23-1-105, 23-1-106, 23-1-118, 61-3-3211-8D3, MCA, and 12.8.213, ARM, authorize the
collection of fees and charges for use of Montaate arks and fishing access sites, and rulemd&mng
the sites’ use, occupancy, and protection.

[I1. DEFINITIONS

A.
B.

mo o

TEO

“Camp” means to occupy a campsite overnight ahe giark or fishing access site.

“Camping unit” means one sleeping device or sheitetuding but not limited to a tent, motor home,
camping bus, truck mounted camping shell, pull-tgpmper, or other device designed and commonly
used for sleeping.

“Commercial use” is defined as per ARM 12.14.101(3)

“Commission” means Fish, Wildlife and Parks Comriaiss

“Competitive event” means any organized, sanctiproedstructured use, event, or activity on lands
owned or managed by the department or related svatavhich two or more contestants compete, the
participants register, enter, or complete an appba for the event, and/or a predetermined coarse
area is designated.

“Department” means Department of Fish, Wildlife aatks.

. “Dispersed camping” means camping that occurseasthat are not individually signed or numbered.

“Educational group” means an organized group tlsabfficially recognized as an educational or
scientific institution by a federal, state, or Ibgavernment entity. Documentation of this recoigpmit
must be on institutional letterhead and includégaature by the head of the institution/departraard
documentation of official educational or scientifex exemption as granted by the Internal Revenue
Service. The definition of an education group idesihome schooling per 25-5-111, MCA.
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“Motor vehicle” means any passenger car, truck, vanmotor home, and does not include vehicles
engaged in commercial use.

“Nonresident” means a person who does not meeti¢fiaition of a resident as defined in 87-2-102,
MCA.

“Nonresident daily entrance fee” is the fee fomyrag access to a unit of the state park systemmereity

an annual pass or daily entrance permit.

“Nonresident state park annual pass” is a non-teaalle, non-refundable pass that grants a non-
commercial nonresident vehicle and up to eight paots free access to state parks for a one-year tim
period beginning March 1 through the last day dirkary.

. “Nonresident vehicle” shall be defined as a vehimaring license plates from a state or provinberot

than Montana.

. “Off season” means the time period beginning theafter Labor Day up to and including the Thursday

before Memorial Day when visitation is typicallywer, fewer amenities are available, and/or thesstat
park system operation expenses are lower.

. “Organized group” means a structured, ordered, aaieted, or scheduled event on, or occupation of,

lands owned or managed by the department or reledsers that is not commercial or competitive.

. “Peak season” means the time period from the Frisfgre Memorial Day through Labor Day when

visitation is typically higher, more amenities ameailable, and/or the state park system operation
expenses are higher.

. “Primitive parks” are those sites listed in 23-161MCA, subject to special restrictions on develepm

and fee collection.

R. “Reservation fee” means the transaction fee asdesben using the state park camping reservation

program.

“Resident” means a resident of Montana as defin&8¥i2-102, MCA.

“Single visit” is a stay within a designated areaidg a daily period when the park is open for publ
use.

. “Service group” means a group that donates proceedsrvices to the management or improvement of

fish, wildlife, and parks, including the maintenapnmanagement, or the improvement or development
of facilities.

IV.ENTRANCE TO STATE PARKS

A. A person driving a vehicle licensed in Montana watlpaid state park vehicle registration fee will be
granted dailyaccess to state parks at no charge per 23-1-10&f@),61-3-321(18)(a), MCA (see
Appendix A). Occupants of the vehicle shall notharged daily entrance fees.

B. A nonresident or nonresident vehicle shall not reateuse park areas, campgrounds, or other fadliti
or otherwise participate in programs or activities which a fee has been established without first
paying the required fee per ARM 12.8.213.

C. Payment of a single visit fee authorizes exits fiaomd re-entries to all designated fee areas foddhte
the fee is paid.

D. The non-resident entrance fee provides for theyasftone private, non-commercial motor vehicle and
its occupants into a park area, or the entry oihgls person into a park on foot, by bus, bicyde,
means other than by conventional motor vehicleaftsingle visit.”

E. Non-resident children under 13 years of age areittgbinfree to sites that charge a per-person daily
entrance fee.

F. A nonresident who is participating in an authorizzsmmmercial activity is not subject to the daily
entrance fee.

G. The daily nonresident entrance permit is valid dolythe date issued.

H. A nonresident with a disability shall be charged #tingle person nonresident entrance fee of $3 when
accessing a state park in a vehicle so long asafreethe sole occupant of that vehicle.

|. Federal park passports, e.g. the America the Behadérd, are not valid at Montana state parks.
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J. To be valid, the nonresident state park pass neipebmanently affixed to the interior lower lefearof
the vehicle’s windshield. A $10 fee shall be asedgo replace a lost or destroyed pass. Whenciagla
a windshield, a nonresident pass holder may prebenipeeled-off pass or the largest remnants to
receive a free replacement.

K. The pass can be purchased at selected licensesadepartment offices, designated recreation feasar
and via the department’s web site. A nonresiddm wurchases a state park pass via the department’s
web site may print a temporary copy that is vabd éntry into any state park for a period of 7 days
following the date of purchase. The purchaser reiteive an official pass in the mail. A pass puselh
via the department’s web site shall be assessed/es fee.

L. Additional passes may be purchased at a reducedEash additional vehicle must be registered & th
same street address.

V. CAMPING AT STATE PARKS

A. There is a fee to camp at state parks. Exception:

i.  There is no camping fee for residents at primistate parks with the exception of Thompson
Falls state park and Headwaters state park asde@wn 23-1-118, MCA.

B. A camping fee is charged per each individually sdyor numbered campsite unless otherwise posted.
The park manager may apply the campsite fee to eactping unit for dispersed camping areas and
campsites that accommodate multiple camping units.

C. A visitor must immediately pay the required campfeg upon arriving at or occupying a campsite,
cabin, yurt, or tipi.  The camping permit must b#ached to the campsite post if available or
displayed on driver’s side dashboard.

D. The nonresident camping fee includes the nonresegl@nance fee. A nonresident who purchases a state
park annual pass may subtract $5 per night frontaingping fee.

E. Overnight camping fees shall be assessed when ngnapiernight on a boat that is moored within a
designated boat slip, marina or buoy.

F. In addition to the group campsite reservation &eh individual or party within the group must phag
applicable camping fees listed in this fee rule.

G. 23-1-105(2), MCA, provides that an overnight cangpiee will be discounted 50% for a campsite
rented by a Montana resident who is a:

I.  senior citizen 62 years of age or older and prav@@hoto identification with Montana resident
address (e.g., Montana Driver's License); or

ii.  person with a disability, verified by either a digdy form obtained from the department and
signed by a physician, a Resident Disability Covetton License, or a disability permit or
license plate issued by the Montana Motor Vehidkadibn.

H. Only one discount may be applied to an overnightgiag fee, not a combination. No discount may be
applied to the electrical fee or to any other faash as boat slips, firewood, etc.

I. A senior citizen with a Golden Years’ Pass issugthle department shall be granted free camping Th
Golden Years’ Pass is valid only if the holder posse is in the vehicle to which it is attachechisT
pass is non-transferable. The original holder @adden Years’ Pass can obtain a replacement pass at
any FWP office or the Helena headquarters for $1sligwing a portion of the original pass. The
Golden Years’ Pass has not been issued since @Btharefore as of 2010 the holder must be at least
83years of age.

J. Selected state park campsites may be reservedgthitbe department’s state park campsite reservation
system.

K. Campsites may not be “held” by an individual ortpdor another individual or party arriving latédo
person may pay a camping fee or leave an itemrasams to reserve or hold an unoccupied site. This
does not prohibit the reservation of a campsiteuygh the department’s state park campsite resenvati
system.
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VI.

o

<c

Unless otherwise posted, the maximum occupancgdt mdividually signed or numbered campsite is
eight (8) people.

. Unless otherwise posted, the maximum occupancgdct edividually signed or numbered campsite is

one camping unit and up to two additional tentsaarfing unit” means one sleeping device or shelter,
including but not limited to a tent, motor homemgang bus, truck mounted camping shell, pull-type
camper, or other device designed and commonlyarsadeping.

. All camper units with the exception of tents, atidnaotor vehicles, boats, trailers, motorcyclesnno

licensed recreational vehicles, and other simiamg of transportation must be parked within the
designated parking area of the campsite or at dated overflow (alternative) parking areas.

. The park manager may establish a dispersed cangieg with occupancy limits and terms and

conditions for use of the area. Occupancy limits txceed thirty (30) people may require a spesal
permit.

No person may leave a campsite unattended overnidiightly occupancy is required.

Camping at one or more campsites in any one ddsignacreation area for a period longer than
fourteen (14) days during any 30-day period is fimtdd unless otherwise posted. In areas so posted,
said occupancy shall be limited to seven (7) dayind any 30-day period. Such 30-day periods shall
run consecutively during the year commencing wité first day each person camps in a designated
recreation area each year.

No person may set up camp in areas other than régei) campgrounds, or in any department-
administered shelter building unless the sheltposed as a camp shelter.

No person or group may set up camp or otherwisamca campsite that has already been reserved or
paid for by another person or group.

No person may leave a set-up camp, or trailer, eangther vehicle, or equipment unattended for more
than 48 hours unless the area is otherwise posted.

Checkout time for campers using fee areas is 290 the following day unless otherwise posted.
Overnight camping fees shall be assessed when ngnapiernight on a boat that is moored within a
designated boat slip, marina or buoy.

. All camping fees include the 7% State of Montaneoatmodation tax as per 15-65-111 & 15-68-102,

MCA.

CAMPSITE RESERVATION PROGRAM

A.

There is a nonrefundable, nontransferable reservétie charged for reserving a state park campsite
facility through the campsite reservation progranme reservation fee is in addition to the campewy

B. There is a nonrefundable modification fee chargeatihanging a reservation.
C.
D. The Commission delegates authority to the Parkgsibnw Administrator to develop procedures for

There is a cancellation fee charged when cancedliogmpsite or facility reservation.

administering the camping reservation system, dhioly but not limited to procedures on reservation
limits, modifications, and cancellations.

VIlI. CAMPING AT FISHING ACCESSSITES

A. There are no daily entrance fees at fishing acsiéss.

B. There is a fee to camp at fishing access sitesatiegposted as fee areas. A visitor must immedgigty
the required camping fee upon arriving at or ocaupya campsite. The camping permit must be
attached to the campsite post if available or diggd on driver’s side dashboard.

C. A camping fee is charged per each individually s@yor numbered campsite unless otherwise posted.
The park manager may apply the campsite fee to eactping unit for dispersed camping areas and
campsites that accommodate multiple camping units.
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D. Fishing access site camping seasons vary basedspgaiiic site conditions, location, and other dast
Some sites may be closed during the winter seasaither portions of the year (contact a department
regional office for details).

E. A person must have a valid fishing license to dudbr the reduced (lower) camping fee at fishing
access sites.

F. 23-1-105(2), MCA, provides that an overnight cangpfiee will be discounted 50% for a campsite

rented by a Montana resident who is a:
I.  senior citizen 62 years of age or older and prav@@hoto identification with Montana resident
address (e.g., Montana Driver's License); or
ii. person with a disability, verified by either a digdy form obtained from the department and
signed by a physician, a Resident Disability Covetton License, or a disability permit or
license plate issued by the Montana Motor Vehidkadibn.

. Only one discount may be applied to an overnightmiag fee, not a combination.

Campsites may not be “held” by an individual ortpdor another individual or party arriving latédo

person may pay a camping fee or leave an itermasaas to reserve or hold an unoccupied site.

l.  Unless otherwise posted, the maximum occupancgct mdividually signed or numbered campsite is
eight (8) people.

J. Unless otherwise posted, the maximum occupancgct mdividually signed or numbered campsite is
one camper unit and up to two additional tents.m@img unit” means one sleeping device or shelter,
including but not limited to a tent, motor homepmgang bus, truck mounted camping shell, pull-type
camper, or other device designed and commonlyarsadeping.

K. All camper units with the exception of tents, atidnaotor vehicles, boats, trailers, motorcyclesnno
licensed recreational vehicles, and other simitamf of transportation must be confined within the
designated parking area of the campsite or at datd overflow (alternative) parking areas.

L. The park manager may establish a dispersed cangieg with occupancy limits and terms and
conditions for use of the area. Occupancy limitd #xceed thirty (30) people may require a spesal
permit.

. No person may leave a campsite unattended overnigjightly occupancy is required.

Camping at one or more campsites in any one ddsignacreation area for a period longer than

fourteen (14) days during any 30-day period is fimibdd unless otherwise posted. In areas so posted,
said occupancy shall be limited to seven (7) dayind any 30-day period. Such 30-day periods shall

run consecutively during the year commencing with first day each person camps in a designated
recreation area each year.

O. No person may set up camp in areas other than rdged) campgrounds, or in any department-

administered shelter building unless the sheltpo&ed as a camp shelter.

P. No person or group may set up camp or otherwisamca campsite that has already been reserved or

paid for by another person or group.

No person may leave a set-up camp, or trailer, eangther vehicle, or equipment unattended for more

than 48 hours unless the area is otherwise posted.

Checkout time for campers using fee areas is 200 ghe following day unless otherwise posted.

Overnight camping fees shall be assessed when ngnapiernight on a boat that is moored within a

designated boat slip, marina or buoy.

All camping fees include the 7% State of Montaneoaamodation tax as per 15-65-111 & 15-68-102,

MCA.

o

zz

nIo O

-

VIII1. USE OF SHELTERS, PAVILLIONS, AMPHITHEATERS, AND MEETING ROOMS

A. An individual or group may reserve a shelter, pamil amphitheater or meeting room subject to
availability and approval by staff. The park maragey deny the reservation request or stipulate the
conditions of use based on the nature of the peipasse and the regulations and management
objectives in place at the park or fishing accéssvehere the use would occur.
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A facility reservation form should be submittedth@ appropriate regional office or park a minimuim o
seven (7) days prior to the proposed date(s) aof Reservations may also be made by telephoning the
appropriate regional headquarters or park offiéd. telephone reservations must be confirmed within
five (5) days by submitting a facility reservatifmmm.

. There is a rental fee for use of shelters, pawlj@amphitheaters, and meeting rooms. The fee naust b

paid prior to use of the facility.

. The park manager may adjust the rental fee on a-lsgpgase basis for educational groups or an

individual or group that donates money or servicethe state park system.

A cleaning/security deposit is required and mussiblemitted in advance with the facility reservation

form and rental fee. The park manager shall asgessleanup and/or restoration of resources and
facilities and if conditions are satisfactory thamager shall refund the deposit.

The park manager may waive the deposit requirefoergroups that have previously reserved a facility

and demonstrated satisfactory cleanup and/or eggiarof resources and facilities.

. The park manager shall refund the cleaning/secugyosit if the reservation is canceled more than

seven (7) days in advance. If a reservation iseaddess than seven (@ays before the intended use
period, the cleaning/deposit shall be retainedthéf facility is unavailable for the intended uses do
unforeseen conditions, both the fee and deposiitlshaefunded.

I X. SPECIAL USE, GROUP USE AND SPECIAL EVENTS

A.

All groups or events of 30 or more people must seeauspecial use permit prior to using a state park
fishing access site. Examples of groups or evdrasrhay require a special use permit include bet ar
not limited to wedding parties, family reunionshing contests, and research activities.

The park manager may require a special use pewnigfoups of less than 30 people based on
management or resource protection objectives fosit@, special rules or regulations, or other
determining factors.

. The park manager may deny or amend a requestdpea@al use permit based on the management and

resource protection goals for a site or other axdéng circumstances.

. Groups that meet the definition of commercial use governed by the department’s commercial use

rules.

A special use permit may be issued to a groupdividual representing a group.

The proposed special use must comply with pertiséate and federal laws and regulations including
public health, safety, and air and water quality.

. A group or individual receiving a special use peérmust comply with the terms and conditions of the

permit. The park manager may establish limits @nsilze of groups.

. The proposed special use must not adversely impaighboring properties, existing archaeological,

historical, cultural, or natural values and musteunflict with management objectives and guidedine
Special use permit applications should be submittedhe appropriate regional office or park a
minimum of seven (7) days prior to the proposee déatuse.
The park manager may charge a fee for specialgreeip use and special events at state parks and
fishing access sites. The fee does not includel#lilg entrance fees when applicable. The fee mest b
submitted in advance with the permit applicatiord afeposit unless otherwise specified by the
department.
The park manager may adjust the special use feandpov downward to accommodate the nature of the
activity, compensate for site impacts or departngtatfing needs, or for other unique circumstances
pertaining to the permitted activity.
The park manager may adjust the special use feee aase-by-case basis for educational groups when
the following conditions are met:
i. the group is from a bona fide institution that nsetbe definition of an educational group;
ii.  the group provides a written explanation of thecational purpose of the visit; and
iii. the use is not primarily for recreational purposes.
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M. The park manager may adjust the special use fe @ase-by-case basis for service groups when the
group or event:
I. donates proceeds or services to the managementprovement of fish, wildlife, and parks,
including the maintenance, management, or the iagmnent or development of facilities;
ii.  donates proceeds from the event or activity torgonafit organization or charitable cause; or
iii. is organized primarily for children under the ad¢hirteen.
N. A cleaning/security deposit is required in advaftcespecial use or group use that requires a penut
must be included with the permit application arel fe
O. The park manager may waive the deposit requirefoergroups that have previously reserved a facility
and demonstrated satisfactory cleanup and/or adgiarof resources and facilities and compliancia wi
the permit terms and conditions.

X.OTHER STATE PARK AND FASUSE

A. The department may charge and collect a fee foartient-provided guided tours, interpretive or
training programs, firewood cutting permits, boaianng, and boat slip rental. The park manager may
adjust the guided tour fee on a case-by-case fmsmsarketing or otherwise promoting the activity.

B. Firewood cutting is only available on a limited isasnd may only occur at designated sites.

XI. ALBERTON GORGE COMMERCIAL USE

A. For the purpose of this fee rule, the Alberton @wmball be defined as the region between and imgud
Cyr fishing access site to Tarkio fishing accets along the Clark Fork River and shall be knowthas
Gorge.

B. The department's Commercial Use Administrative BRul@RM 12.14.101 through ARM 12.14.170)
and Commercial Use Permit Fee Rule apply to comialarse within the Gorge.

C. Commercial use, as defined in ARM 12.14.101(3)himitthe Gorge is limited to commercial use that
demonstrated “Historical Commercial Use” of the @®prior to January 1, 1998 by registering with the
department by March 15, 1999. Those who failedemahstrate proof of prior commercial use by that
date are not considered historical commercial used therefore are prohibited from conducting
commercial use within the Gorge.

D. In accordance with ARM 12.14.120(1), a restrictese permit is required in advance to conduct
commercial use within the Gorge.

X11.BLACKFOOT AND MADISON RIVER USE

A. The department, in conjunction with the Bureau @ihdl Management (BLM), requires a Special
Recreation Permit for commercial use, competitivengs, and organized group activities at department
and BLM access sites along the Blackfoot River iadlison River.

B. The department shall issue Special Recreation RBermirsuant to ARM 12.11.6501 through
12.11.6575, the department’s Commercial Use Adrrmatise Rules (ARM 12.14.101 through ARM
12.14.170), and the Commercial Use Permit Fee Rule.

C. The maximum sizes for organized and commercialggan the Blackfoot River are as follows:
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River Reach

Organized Groups
Maximum size, (individuals)

Commercial Groups
Maximum size, (individuals)

1. Headwaters to the Mineral Hill area 0 0 flogtiB wading
2. Mineral Hill area to North Fork confluence| 12 21
3. North Fork confluence (or Harry Morgar2l 21

FAS) to Russell Gates FAS

. Russell Gates FAS to Roundup FAS

30 (40 Mayune 15)

30 (40 May 1 - June 15)

30 (40 Mayldne 15)

30 (40 May 1 - June 15)

. Johnsrud Park FAS to Bonner

Based upon sitecigp

Based upon site capacity

4
5. Roundup FAS to Johnsrud Park FAS*
6
7

North Fork of Blackfoot to Harry Morgal

FAS (confluence).

nO

12

*At Whitaker Bridge FAS, the maximum commercial gposize will be 25 individuals from June 15 througtbor Day.

D. Exceptions to the maximum group sizes on the BtawkiRiver are as follows:

i. reaches four (4) and five (5) include a whitewateason (May 1 through June 15) with special
group sizes to accommodate the traditional spumgff and whitewater rafting season;

ii. the regional park manager may adjust this timeopgeainnually to address seasonal peak spring
flows conditions.

. A person may apply for a Blackfoot River speciareation permit and request to exceed the maximum

group size limit. In such cases, the department caaygluct an environmental assessment to assess the
predicted impacts of the request. Such requestsbmaybject to cost recovery.

. “Site capacity” on the Blackfoot River is the numlmé people each site can accommodate without

significant impacts to the site resources or soeigerience. It is the maximum use level for all
recreational use, including the combined use @&caeation site by the general public and any péedhit
recreational uses (commercial, competitive androega groups). Each permit in this river reachlisha
be determined on a case-by basis.

. The impacts and acceptable size limits for comipetiévents on the Blackfoot River shall be assessed

on site-specific capacities and suitability. Thenpméed group size for a competitive event may be
smaller than the maximum group size for organized eommercial use based on the cumulative
impacts of all anticipated use. Special recregt@mits do not grant exclusive use of a recreatitmto
any permitted group.

. The following criteria shall be used to determihe maximum group size for a proposed competitive

event on the Blackfoot River:
I.  whether the competitive events is consistent whih thanagement objectives outlined in the
Blackfoot River Recreation Management Plan;
ii.  whether the combination of the anticipated genpudllic use and the special recreation permit
use is expected to be within the site capacitytimi
iii.  whether the site is capable of accommodating tlopgeed number of people and vehicles
without damage or degradation to the facilitiesesources;
Iv.  whether the proposed activity and group size isgatible with the site facilities;
v. the timing and duration of the proposed event; and
vi.  the benefits to the public and/or river resources.
If the proposed event is to occur in critical natiish recovery areas, the activity must be coestst
with current bull trout recovery considerations.
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X111, SPECIAL RULESAND REGULATIONS

A. Fees shall be prominently signed and posted whmgkcable.
B. The department’s public use regulations, 12.8.20dugh 12.8.213, ARM, unless otherwise posted or

noted in this fee rule, shall apply to use of spateks and fishing access sites.
C. The Commission delegates to the director or thecthr's designee the authority to post specialstule
consistent with existing department or commissiatharity, related to public use, health, safety,

welfare, and resource protection per 23-1-106, MCA.

XIV.PENALTIES

A. No person shall enter or use park areas, campgsoumndother facilities, or otherwise participate in
programs or activities for which a fee has beeal#shed without first paying the required fee. yAn
violation of this provision is punishable by a finet to exceed $500 per 23-1-106, MCA, and 12.8.213

ARM.
B. Violation of fee requirements, administrative rulesstate laws may result in immediate expulsiomf

the area in addition to other enforcement actions.

XV.SEVERABILITY CLAUSE

A. If a part of this fee rule is invalid, all valid pgs are severable from the invalid part and sleatfiain in
effect. If a part of this fee rule is invalid im® or more of its applications, the part remainsffact in

all valid applications severable from the invalgphcations.
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APPENDIX A. 23-1-105 AND 61-3-321, MCA.

23-1-105(6)

In recognition of the fact that individuals suppstate parks through the payment of certain mogtrcke
registration fees, person who pay the fee provided 61-3-321(18)(a) may not be required to pajag-use
fee for access to state parks. Other fees for sieeofl state parks and fishing access sites, sucveasight
camping fees, are still chargeable and may beatellieby the department.

61-3-321 (18)

(a) Unless a person exercises the option in stibeed8)(b), an additional fee of $4 must be auitel
for each light vehicle registered under this p@his fee must be accounted for and transmittedraggdg from
the registration fee. The fee must be depositethiaccount in the state special revenue fund tesbd for state
parks, for fishing access sites, and for the opmeraif state-owned facilities. Of the $4 fee, thepdrtment of
fish, wildlife, and parks shall use $3.50 for stptgks, 25 cents for fishing access sites, andePisdor the
operation of state-owned facilities at Virginia Yit and Nevada City.

(b) A person who registers a light vehicleymat the time of annual registration, certify thia person
does not intend to use the vehicle to visit statkp and fishing access sites and may make a wetertion
not to pay the additional $4 fee provided for ibsection (18)(a). If a written election is mades fhe may not
be collected.
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